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whole in a pronounced shift toward those branches of
knowledge that have some technological or commercial
value.1
As regards the logical relation between the modern in-
dustrial advance and the modernised dynastic State in Ger-
many, it may be held that the makers of this State, the
policy of the Hohenzollern dynasty from Frederick the
Great to William II, have made use of all available tech- *
nological improvements to extend the dominion and im-
prove the efficiency of the State 5 or it may be held, on the
other hand, that the technological advance which enforced
a larger scale of industry and trade, as well as a larger and
more expensive equipment and strategy in the art of war,
1The supererogatory character of German learning under the old
regime is doubtless connected with the absence of a large-scale technology
of such a kind as to obtrude questions of wide theoretical bearing. The
organisation of social life on class lines and the standardisation of it in
terms of putative worth and authenticity, birth and antecedents, will also
have contributed to a bias in favor of putative theoretical constructions
and an interest in the lore of intrinsic, that is to say metaphysical, creatures
and characters rather than in matter-of-fact. While those classes whose
conventional standard of propriety would not admit their employment
in useful or gainful occupations were prevented by their ubiquitous pov-
erty from going consistently into a life of sports and standardised dissi-
pation, at least on such a scale and with such generality as to take up
the slack of the respectable classes j learning, being a form of dissipa-
tion within the reach of this very numerous and very impecunious gentry,
came in for a larger share of attention at their hands, and came to be
rated more confidently as a mark of gentility than in England, e.g.y or
even in France. But learning that is or may be gainful, or that concerns
itself with matters germane to the quest of a livelihood or to the ways
and means of vulgar industry, can not well be genteel, more particularly
in a community where industry typically is of the vulgar nature of
manual labor, and where manual labor is conventionally tabu to a gentle-
man.